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The Environment, Climate Change and Land Reform Committee 

Green recovery 

Submission from Heather Finlayson 

Do the principles of sustainable development (as set out in the annexe), and those for 
a resilient recovery, as proposed by the UK Committee on Climate Change, provide a 
comprehensive framework for guiding an effective green recovery in Scotland? 

Together with the Just Transition Committee proposals, the framework and principles set out 
by all three are comprehensive, however, prioritised actions should be described and treated 
as urgent. There are many committees linked to this, which risks reducing the speed of 
implementation. A citizens’ assembly should be up and running as soon as possible. 

What are the key barriers to delivering a green recovery (within your sector and / or 
community)? 

Inadequate public engagement. Action on climate change is just as urgent if not more so than 
the current pandemic. Indeed climate change increases the likelihood of future pandemics. 

 As with COVID19, to raise public awareness, government could make regular TV climate 
change national news announcements on as many channels as possible, describing policy 
steps they are taking towards mitigation, how we can act sustainably as individuals, and what 
help and training is available. This could include regular showing of CO2 and temperature 
graphs too, to show they are following the science and to help people to see the urgency. 

 As well as improving community cohesion on climate issues, this would help those currently 
in unsustainable jobs to take individual action to seek re-deployment avenues, and would 
legitimise the lobbying of their employers to adopt more sustainable practices. 

Piecemeal public gatherings on climate change are mostly attended by members of the public 
who are already taking concerned individual action, meaning that speakers are often 
preaching to the converted. 

What key policies, actions and immediate priorities are needed to deliver a green 
recovery (within your sector and / or community)? 

Improvement of sustainable transport options. Facilitating sustainable energy options for 
existing housing, in particular for older properties. 

Creation of green jobs and re-training workers. More green vocational further education 
courses. 

Education. Sustainable living should be entrenched in all aspects of our school curriculum. 

Policies to reduce unnecessary waste, including legislation to stop the sticking of plastic 
labels on fruit and veg (OK, my bugbear!) 

 

https://www.theccc.org.uk/publication/letter-building-a-resilient-recovery-from-the-covid-19-crisis-to-roseanna-cunningham-msp/
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How should the 2021/22 Budget support a green and sustainable recovery and avoid 
locking in carbon; and what funding is needed in the ECCLR portfolio to deliver a green 
and sustainable recovery? 

Financial support to encourage sustainable agriculture, tree planting, rewilding and land use 
in general. 

Support for higher education and technical colleges to provide many more vocational training 
places for sustainable jobs and to create more teacher training places. 

Increase wages for NHS staff, and provide more NHS and care sector training places to 
improve resilience. Untamed climate change will increase pressure on our health and care 
services. 

Increase tax on landfill waste to fund re-use and recycling initiatives. 

Investment in sustainable transport and infrastructure, including safe cycle path networks. 

As more people work from home and order online, incentives are needed to re-purpose town 
centre buildings. 

Give support to town centre shops supplying sustainable local produce and to businesses 
who adopt sustainable practice, e.g. more generous rate relief. 

General response 

Education and urgent action are key players in this. We need everyone on board to enable 
society to press the reset button, to prioritise sustainability and fairness over profit.  


